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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Dear Members.

For those Members that came to the XMas 
luncheon, the Board thankyou for your support 
and all the incredible feedback on the event. 
You will find a small selection of the photos 
taken on the day which have also been shared 
on our Facebook page.

The Board has focussed on a strategy that will 
ensure the future growth and sustainability 
of the Club. It will come with some financial 
risk, but we are confident that with the plans 
we have for refurbishment and the strategic 
alliances we have already developed with the 
Community we will be successful in creating a 
viable business.

The first phase of our plan revolves around 
developing an offer that will attract new 
Members and Guests from the local area. 
We have recognised that our food offer must 
be strong so the Board have engaged an 
experienced Restaurant Consultant that has 
been working with us to develop a concept 
that is true to our Italian heritage and a service 
level that will ensure the Members return 
regularly to the Club.

We will still continue to celebrate the cultural 
events that have been part of our history and 
also introduce new cultural celebrations, but it 
is important that we can sustain an affordable 
and tasty food offering that brings people in 
every day.

The trading hours will change significantly with 
a view to open 7 days after we complete the 
refurbishment. These additional hours are 
designed to make it easier for our Members 
to meet up with friends and family in our new 
lounge area with comfortable sofas and chairs. 
They can enjoy a quiet drink from the newly 
furbished bar, chance their luck at winning 
in our new gaming area with all new poker 
machines or take advantage of newly added 
TAB area.

We will also be introducing a new café area 
which will serve beautiful Italian desserts, 
Italian style gelato and great coffee with light 
meals available throughout the week.

As many of you have seen, the refurbishments 
have begun and based on our current 
schedule, we plan to launch before Easter next 
year. The Board are very excited with this plan 
and can’t wait for it to open.

Most Members will remember when Soccer 
was a big part of the Club’s activities with junior 
teams playing in the local competition right 
up to Federation teams playing at State level. 
Unfortunately, that was all lost to the Club 
back in 2013. The Board made it one of the 
first activities we wanted to reintroduce to the 
Club. There were long delays due to the RMS 
not completing the works in relocating the 
football field after acquiring the front area of 
the Club property. This directly impacted our 
ability to sign an agreement with any Football 
Club. This year that finally changed. The Club 
have now partnered with the Ponds Football 
Club which have over 900 registered players. 
They play and train mostly at Jonas Bradley 
Oval, The Ponds, but will use our field for their 
senior teams and their Soccer Academy.

It has been fantastic seeing the field full of 
young, aspiring football players and we look 
forward in working with them to develop the 
opportunities for the young kids in the local 
area.

2020 will be an exciting year for the CSI Club. 
We will finally have a Club that is open for their 
Members daily with a service offer and culture 
that will make our Founding Members proud.

Finally, on behalf of the Board of Directors we 
wish all our Members a very Merry Christmas 
and may the New Year bring you and your 
families lots of happiness and prosperity.

Merry Christmas

Mario Cocciolone



We now have a new look Board that were elected at the recent bi-annual election.

President
Mario Cocciolone

As the son of a Foundation 
Member, Genserico 
Cocciolone, he joined 
the Board with the 
hope of securing a long, 
prosperous future for 
the Club ensuring the ongoing legacy of the 
Founding Members. A Club Director since 
February 2016 he has been involved in all 
the events held at the Club which included 
securing sponsorships, rolling up his sleeves to 
cook, serve and clean. 

As the past Treasurer, he was able to secure 
the necessary funding to enable the Board to 
invest in refurbishment program. He was also 
heavily involved in negotiating the partnership 
with the Ponds FC. This will now guarantee 
new Members and vital income streams. 
His wife Maria and children Cassandra and 
Alexander are also Members of the Club and 
have supported the Club in all the events over 
the past few years.

Vice President
Raymond Nasso 

Raymond has lived in 
the local area for over 
30 years and is proud of 
his Calabrese heritage. 
Married to Rosa for over 30 
years, with 3 adult children. 
He is a business owner for over 40 years 
covering a wide range of industries including 
Clubs, entertainment, wholesale and retail. 

He has a passion for maintaining strong links 
to his Italian heritage for the next generation 
which is why he joined the Board to assist in its 
ongoing success. 

Treasurer
Rita Di Stefano 

A proud native of Ascoli 
Piceno, Le Marche, Italy 
Rita migrated to Australia 
in 1957 with my family. 
After starting a career as 
a paralegal, she advanced 
her skillset and became a practising solicitor 
in 2005. Rita is also a member of Rooty Hill St 
Vincent de Paul Society and parish council at St 
Aidan’s Catholic Church. 

She is passionate about law, her family, Italian 
heritage and is excited to be involved in 
helping the CSI Club grow and prosper. Being 
a mum and nonna, she wants to ensure her 
grandchildren have the opportunity to learn 
about the rich culture through the Club. 

Club Secretary 
and Licensee
Rita Murer

A Director since May 
2016, then Secretary, then 
President from Dec 2017. 
In this time she has been 
the Director of Events, 
planning and organising each event from 
seeking sponsorship to cleaning and styling 
the Clubhouse and cooking and cleaning in the 
kitchen. 

During this time, Rita encouraged new 
memberships and Foundation member 
transfers leading to an increase of younger 
members to the Club. 

As the daughter of a Foundation Member, 
Attilio De Angeles, her passion continues to be 
true to the mission of the originating Founders 
for a facility that honours our Italian heritage 
and brings together Members, families and 
friends. 

NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Public Officer
Adrian Murer  

His desire is to bring over 
40 years of advanced 
organisational, project 
and stakeholder 
management expertise, 
including international 
representational experience from the Defence 
Force to the Board to help establish the CSI 
Club as a leading Sport and Recreational 
destination in North Western Sydney. 

Supporting his wife Rita and other Board 
members over the past three years has 
helped him to reconnect and strengthen 
friendships with many valued members of 
the Italian community who have sacrificed so 
much to establish the Club. This experience 
has reinforced his resolve to carry on in their 
footsteps by becoming a Board member.   

Director
Bortolo Baitieri  

The son of Foundation 
member, Guido Baitieri, 
he is extremely proud of 
the legacy of his parents 
who migrated here for a 
better life. The hardships 
they endured warrants the determination to 
continue the journey they started and is his 
motivation to join the Board. 

Over 35 years working in Rugby League, he 
transitioned from a full-time sports person 
to sports administration and development 
manager, after graduating for the University of 
NSW. 

With a strong work ethic, leading from the front 
with strong communication and problem-
solving skills he has managed events from 
Rugby League World Cups to Commonwealth 
Championships. 

Director
Maurizio Fabrizi  

An experienced and 
accomplished Senior 
Manager within the travel 
industry who enjoys 
working in a dynamic 
environment. 

With over 30 years of managing national sales 
and marketing teams, project management, 
coaching and mentoring and implementation 
of game-changing innovative strategies, he 
is looking forward to using these skills to help 
grow and build upon the strong foundations left 
by the CSI Club Foundation Members so that 
the next generation have a community that will 
continue to embody our Italian heritage, culture 
and traditions for many years to come. 

Director
Salvatore Bellomo 

As son and grandson 
of foundation member, 
Salvatore Bellomo, the 
passion, culture and 
heritage of this club has 
been part of his upbringing. 
With 18 years’ experience in the hospitality 
industry, currently serving as a Group Manager 
of Momento Hospitality group and previously 
serving as General Manager for Hillside Hotel, 
Bella Vista Hotel and Licensee of Australian 
Hotel & Brewery. Salvatore is the youngest 
member of the Board and comes with a great 
deal of Club experience that will assist in 
ensuring continued success of the Club and at 
32, will be a voice for the next generation. 

NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS (CONT.)



Director
Mario Valensise 

The son of a Foundation Member Pasquale Valensise amd also growing 
up in the area, he feels a responsibility to keep the dream alive for the Club 
and its members.  A real estate agent and business owner with 25 years of 
experience. 

On behalf of the new Board, we would like to recognise the 3 Directors that served in the past 
3 years for their commitment and dedication to help rebuild the Club.

Alessandro Soncini had 
served as President and Vice 

President 

Tania Cimino served as 
Acting Secretary as well as 

Director

Robert Granturco served 
as Vice President and 

Director

Renewal of membership process

Dear Members,

This is a friendly reminder to advise that all CSI Club memberships are due for renewal annually on 31 
December.  If you haven’t yet paid your membership fee for 2020, please do so as soon as possible to 
ensure your membership privileges do not lapse.

You can make your payment via direct debit or cheque. The relevant details are below.  Please ensure 
your Name and Member Number is referenced on all payment methods. If you have any further 
questions, please email Rita Murer secretary@csiclub.com.au 

For Members that want to personally attend the Club to update their Membership the administration 
hours are affected by the refurbishment program. The Club will be closed between the 24 December 
and re-open on the 2 January. The administration hours will be 12:00 to 3:00pm Monday to Friday 
however if you wish to make an appointment, please call Steve Ginty on 0403 751 770. 

Send cheques to:    Direct Debit Details: 
CSI Club Membership    CSI Club
81 South Street    BSB No: 082 124
Schofields NSW 2765   Account No: 31 584 3205

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY



Our Christmas 2019 luncheon was another success based on 
the feedback from the Members and guests that attended. 
Dining on a three-course meal designed and prepared by the 
two new chefs the Board have commissioned to help design 
and launch the new restaurant next year the menu comprised 
a pasta entrée with Ray’s authentic Italian sauce which is a 
favourite for our Members. Followed with alternate mains of 
tender chicken and porchetta and finished with an alternate 
dessert of Tiramisu and delicious Panna Cota. The menu was a 
hit, and everyone had a great time catching up with family and 
friends before the XMas season became too hectic.

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 2019





Sunday 16 February 2020 
CSI Club - 81 South Street, Schofields

Celebrate Valentine’s with a four-course menu plus entertainment 
Lunch will be served at 12:30pm 

$55 pp (Tickets are limited)

Call a Committee Member today to secure your seat

Mario Cocciolone 0416 720 798
Raymond Nasso 0417 445 568

Rita Murer 0411058322
Rita DiStefano 0413687611
Adrian Murer 0412989938

Mario Valensise 0408 203 512
Tas Baitieri 0412125890

Maurizio Fabrizi 0412731370
Salvatore Bellomo 0411727889

or email events@CSIclub.com.au

VALENTINE’S DAY LUNCHEON


